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Introduction

On Thursday 2 May 2024 there will
be an election of a Mayor for a new
North East Mayoral Combined Authority.

People who are registered to vote in local elections for any of
the seven constituent councils (County Durham, Gateshead,
Newcastle, North Tyneside, Northumberland, South Tyneside
or Sunderland) are eligible to vote in this election.

The new Mayor will work alongside those councils in a
new authority that will have additional funding and local
decision-making powers from central government. There
will be no change to the way your local council operates.

This booklet must be sent to each registered
elector by Law*. It includes:

Information about the election

An election address (i.e. a statement) from each of the
mayoral candidates who wish to be included in this booklet

Information on how to fill in your ballot paper
and how the result will be calculated

Contact details for your local Electoral Services Office

You can also find out more at necaro.co.uk

Your vote is important in deciding who the future Mayor of
the North East Mayoral Combined Authority will be.

If you need a copy of this booklet in another format,
please contact us (see back of booklet).

Patrick Melia
Combined Authority Returning Officer

*This booklet has been produced in accordance with
The Combined Authorities (Mayoral Elections) Order 2017
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https://necaro.co.uk

Why this is happening?

The election of the Mayor is possible because of a
devolution deal agreed between government and local
leaders. The deal was approved locally following a public
consultation between January and March 2023.

The deal agreed, which could be worth up to £4.2bn over 30
years, means that decisions about investment in areas including
transport, skills, housing and regeneration, which are currently
made by central government, will be made in the North East.

The role of the Mayor

The Mayor will work alongside council leaders to form the
Cabinet for the new North East Mayoral Combined Authority.
Voting members of the cabinet are the Mayor and seven
elected members — one from each council. The Mayor will chair
Cabinet meetings and provide leadership for the new authority.
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The Candidates

There are six candidates standing

for Mayor of the North East

Mayoral Combined Authority.

All candidates you are able to vote for on Thursday 2 May 2024

are listed in alphabetical order below. This is the order they
will appear on the ballot paper.

List of Candidates Standing

DONAGHY, Paul
Reform UK

DRISCOLL, Jamie
Independent

GRAY, Andrew
Green Party candidate

KING, Aidan John
Liberal Democrat

MCGUINNESS, Kim
Labour and Co-operative Party

RENNER-THOMPSON, Guy
The Conservative Party Candidate
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How You Can Vote

The Voting System

You will vote once for one candidate by putting an
‘X" in the box next to your choice on the ballot paper,
which will be lemon coloured for this election.

Votes from all seven constituent local authorities will
then be totalled together when the count takes place on
Friday 3 May 2024, and the candidate with the highest
number of votes overall will be elected as Mayor.
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If you vote at a polling station

Before Thursday 2 May 2024, you should receive a poll card including
details of where your specific polling station is, what photo ID is
acceptable and what to do if you can't vote in person on polling day.

Your photo ID, which must be shown before you are given a ballot paper,
has to be an original document, not a photocopy or a photo on your phone.
Expired documents are acceptable provided that the photo is still a good
likeness of you. If you don't have any of the acceptable forms of photo ID,
you can apply for a free type of ID, known as a Voter Authority Certificate
(VAC) at www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate

or via your local Electoral Services Office. The deadline to apply

for this is 5pm on Wednesday 24 April 2024. It may take time to

process your application so please apply as soon as you can.

Your polling station will be open between 7am and 10pm on Thursday

2 May 2024. Staff will ask for your name and address to confirm you are
registered and check your photo ID to confirm your identity before issuing a
ballot paper. You will be issued either one or two other differently coloured ballot
papers, depending on where you live, for other elections on the same day.

If you would prefer to vote by post, you must apply by 5pm on Wednesday
17 April 2024. You can apply at www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote or by contacting
your local Electoral Services Office. Photo ID is not required for a postal vote.

If you would prefer for someone to vote on your behalf, you can apply
for a proxy vote at www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote or by contacting
your local Electoral Services Office. The deadline is 5pm on
Wednesday 24 April 2024 and your proxy needs to have photo ID.

If you vote by post

You will receive a postal poll card telling you when your postal
vote will be sent and what address it will be delivered to.

Your postal vote must reach your Local Returning Officer by 10pm

on Thursday 2 May 2024. If you miss the post, you can hand it in at
your polling station or at the council office specified by your Local
Returning Officer. There are new rules about handing in postal votes
so please read the instructions with your postal ballot pack carefully if
you intend to return your postal vote by hand, or it may be rejected.


www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote
www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate

Northumberland

Newcastle

Gateshead

North East Mayoral Combined Authority

Mayoral Election

North
Tyneside

South
Tyneside

Sunderland

Thursday
2 May 2024

Candidate information

Each candidate was given the opportunity to provide an Election
Address (i.e. a statement) to be included in this booklet.

Four candidates chose to do so and they have each paid
£3,500 towards the production cost of this booklet.

The content of each Election Address to be included in
this booklet has been provided by the candidate. The
views expressed are theirs alone and cannot be attributed
to the Combined Authority Returning Officer.

Lots were drawn to decide the order in which the
Election Addresses appear in the booklet.
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IN THE NORTH EAST
DR. AIDAN KING Dr.AidanKing's 3 point plan

A message from Aidan...

Our region has been let down. We've suffered from years of under-
investment from governments of all colours, and faced |o'cal leaders
whod rather sit on their hands, than make the tough choices.

As your Mayor, that “can’t do, won't do” attitude ends with me.

| will invest in our region’s future by building Britain’s largest oq—shgre
wind farm, creating an energy asset for future generations. This will
transform our region's economy and provide cheap, clean energy for
business and families across the North East.

| will get our public transport back on track, with simple, cheap ticketing
and a service residents can finally rely on to get from Ato B.

And as your Mayor, | will always fight to get the best for our region.

It'll take time to reverse years of neglect, but with your support
this May, we can get our region back on track.

Dv. Acdan \L(v\fj

Transforming our region’'s economy

This is a once-in-a-generation chance to
transform our economy.

Aidan’s plan to build the UK's largest on-shore wind
farm would leave our region with an economic asset
that will fund our region for generations to come.

Getting our transport back on track

Whether it's buses that don’t show up, or the
sorry state of our Metro, our region’s transport
has fallen apart.

Only Dr. Aidan King has a plan to get our region’s
public transport back on track with transformational
investment.

Ending the “Can’t do” culture

Our region has a huge opportunity to thrive and
grow but we've been held back for years.

Dr. Aidan King will get rid of “Can't do” culture and
replace it with one that will push our region to be the
best it can be, somewhere we can be proud of again.

FOR CHANGE IN THE NORTH EAST

IT HAS TO BE DR. AIDAN KING!

Prepared by Thom Campion of 110 Warkworth Woods, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5RB, election agent for Aidan King of 7 Selborne Gardens,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 1EY



Contact details for local

Electoral Services Offices

Durham County Council

Electoral Services, County Hall, Durham, DH1 5UL
03000 261212 / electoralservices@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk
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North Tyneside Council

Quadrant, Cobalt Business Park, The Silverlink North, North Tyneside, NE27 OBY
0191 643 2270 / elections@northtyneside.gov.uk

my.northtyneside.gov.uk

Gateshead Council

The Returning Officer, Gateshead Council, Civic Centre,
Regent Street, Gateshead, NE8 THH

0191 433 3963 / electoralregistration@gateshead.gov.uk
www.gateshead.gov.uk/elections

Newcastle City Council

Electoral Services, Newcastle Civic Centre, Barras Bridge,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8QH

0191 278 7878 / elections@newcastle.gov.uk
www.newcastle.gov.uk
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Northumberland County Council

Election Office, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF
01670 624 844 / elections@northumberland.gov.uk
www.northumberland.gov.uk

South Tyneside Council

Town Hall, Westoe Road, South Shields, NE33 2RL
0191 424 7230 / elections@southtyneside.gov.uk
www.southtyneside.gov.uk/elections

Sunderland City Council

Electoral Services, Sunderland City Council, City Hall,
Plater Way, Sunderland, SR1 3AA

0191 520 5550 / elections@sunderland.gov.uk
www.sunderland.gov.uk/elections


www.sunderland.gov.uk/elections
www.southtyneside.gov.uk/elections
www.northumberland.gov.uk
www.newcastle.gov.uk
www.gateshead.gov.uk/elections
www.durham.gov.uk

This booklet is published by Patrick Melia,
Combined Authority Returning Officer,
City Hall, Plater Way, Sunderland, SR1 3AA

Printed by Civica Election Services, The Election
Centre, 33 Clarendon Road, London, N8 ONW
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