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You now need to take valid photo ID  
when voting at a polling station.
See inside for valid forms of ID.
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Election of the Mayor of Lewisham

On Thursday 7 March 2024 electors in Lewisham will 
have the opportunity to vote for the person they want 
to be the next Mayor of Lewisham.

The elected Mayor leads the Council. It is different to 
a ceremonial Mayor – in Lewisham this role is carried 
out by The Speaker of Lewisham.

This booklet must be sent to you by law. In it you 
will find information on how to vote and election 
statements from all of the mayoral candidates who 
chose to submit one. 

The candidates are responsible for the information 
in their statements, provided they comply with legal 
requirements. The views expressed are their own. 

Candidates’ names and details appear in random 
order, which was decided by drawing lots. 

Please remember that you must now show a valid 
photo ID in order to vote in person at a polling 
station. This is due to changes to election laws. You 
can find out what ID is acceptable in this booklet. 

If you don’t have a valid ID, you can apply for a 
special government-issued Voter Authority Certificate 
(VAC). You need to apply by 5pm on Wednesday  
28 February. Applications can be made online:  
gov.uk/applyforphotoidtovote.

If you have any questions or need help please visit 
lewisham.gov.uk/elections or call 020 8314 6086.

Jennifer Daothong, Returning Officer
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https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate
https://lewisham.gov.uk/elections
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List of candidates

Siama Qadar 
Local Conservatives

Chris Maines 
Liberal Democrats 

John Nicholas Hamilton 
Workers Party of Britain (WPB)

Brenda Dacres 
Labour and Co-operative Party

Michael Herron 
The Green Party

Nick Long 
Independent

Maureen Maud Martin 
Christian Peoples Alliance
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Sample ballot paper
Here is a picture of what the ballot paper will look like.  
Note the mayoral ballot paper will be white. This picture 
is a guide only and may be subject to change. 

DACRES, Brenda

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Labour and Co-operative Party

HAMILTON, John Nicholas

2 Pendrell Road, Brockley, London SE4 2PB

Workers Party of Britain (WPB)

HERRON, Michael

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

The Green Party

LONG, Nick

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Independent

MAINES, Chris

9 Brandram Road, Blackheath, London SE13 5EA

Liberal Democrats

MARTIN, Maureen Maud

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Christian Peoples Alliance

QADAR, Siama

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Local Conservatives

Election of the Mayor for London Borough of Lewisham

Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross Q in the box next to your choice
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Election information 
On Thursday 7 March you will be able to vote for the 
directly elected mayor of Lewisham. 

On election day, you will be given one ballot paper at the 
polling station. 

The Mayor is now elected using the first past the post 
system. This is due to changes in electoral law. It means 
you will only have ONE vote for the candidate of your 
choice.

Your polling station is shown on the front of your poll 
card. Some polling stations have changed, so check the 
map on your poll card. 

You can also find where your polling station is by visiting 
lewisham.gov.uk/elections or calling 020 8314 6086. 

Voter information
Every registered elector receives a poll card which explains 
when, where and how to vote.

For details of your polling station, you can also visit 
lewisham.gov.uk/elections

Who can vote 
You can vote in this election if you: 

 ● are registered to vote in Lewisham
 ● are a British, Commonwealth, Irish or
European Union citizen

 ● turned 18 on or before Thursday 7 March 2024

British overseas electors cannot vote in this election.

Postal voters
If you have registered for a postal vote, a pack will be 
posted to the address you requested arriving around  
21 February. If you have not received it by Friday 1 March 
please email electoral.services@lewisham.gov.uk  
or call 020 8314 6086.

Please ensure your completed ballot is received by the 
Returning Officer before 10pm on Thursday 7 March. If 
you forget to post it, you can take it to any polling station 
on the day of the election.

Proxy voters
You can appoint someone else to cast your vote on your 
behalf if you wish. Proxy voter applications must be 
received by the Council by 5pm on Wednesday 28 February.

Emergency proxy voters
If you are unexpectedly taken ill or are suddenly called 
away for work purposes after 5pm on Wednesday  
28 February and cannot go to vote in person you  
can appoint an emergency proxy to vote for you.  
You will have to give a reason why you cannot vote in  
person and your application must be supported by a 
doctor or your employer. To apply for a proxy vote visit 
lewisham.gov.uk/elections or call 020 8314 6086.

Poll cards
Don’t worry if you lose your poll card. If you are on the 
register, you don’t need a poll card to vote. You can attend 
the polling station and staff there will help you. The poll 
card is just to inform you that there is an election and 
explain where your polling station is. To find your polling 
station visit lewisham.gov.uk/elections
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mailto:electoralservices@lewisham.gov.uk
https://lewisham.gov.uk/elections
https://lewisham.gov.uk/elections
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You must bring photo ID with you to vote
You will not be able to vote unless you show photographic 
identification to the polling station staff.

Accepted forms of photographic identification
You must present one of the following forms of photographic 
identification in order to vote in person at a polling station:

 ●  A passport issued by the UK, any of
the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man,
a British Overseas Territory, an EEA
state or a Commonwealth country

 ●  A driving licence issued by the UK,
any of the Channel Islands, the Isle
of Man or an EEA state

 ● A biometric immigration document

 ●  An identity card bearing the Proof
of Age Standards Scheme hologram
(a PASS card)

 ●  Ministry of Defence Form 90
(Defence Identity Card)

 ● A Blue Badge

 ●  A national identity card issued by
an EEA state

 ● An Older Person’s Bus Pass

 ● A Disabled Person’s Bus Pass

 ● An Oyster 60+ Card

 ● A Freedom Pass

 ●  A Scottish National Entitlement
Card issued in Scotland

 ●  A 60 and Over Welsh
Concessionary Travel Card issued
in Wales

 ●  A Disabled Person’s Welsh
Concessionary Travel Card issued
in Wales

 ●  A Senior SmartPass issued in
Northern Ireland

 ●  A Registered Blind SmartPass or
Blind Person’s SmartPass issued
in Northern Ireland

 ●  A War Disablement SmartPass or
War Disabled SmartPass issued
in Northern Ireland

 ●  A 60+ SmartPass issued in
Northern Ireland

 ●  A Half Fare SmartPass issued
in Northern Ireland

 ●  An Electoral Identity Card issued
in Northern Ireland

 ●  A Voter Authority Certificate 
or a temporary Voter Authority
Certificate

If you do not possess any of the accepted forms of 
photographic identification, you can apply to your local 
Electoral Registration Officer for a free Voter Authority 
Certificate. Completed applications must reach us by  
5pm on Wednesday 28 February.

Apply online voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk

If your photographic identification document has expired 
it will still be accepted so long as the photograph is still 
a good likeness of you, unless it is a temporary Voter 
Authority Certificate which is not valid for use on the date 
of poll.

You may be required to provide further proof of identity if 
there is any discrepancy between your name as shown on 
your form of photographic identification and the name of 
the elector that you claim to be.
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Candidate statements
The following pages contain election statements 
prepared by the election agents of the candidates 
for the Mayor of Lewisham. The candidates and 
election agents have full responsibility for the 
content of their statements.  Lewisham Council and 
the Returning Officer have no legal powers to edit, 
amend or fact-check these statements.

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate


I am deeply honoured to seek your trust and support 
in my candidacy for Mayor of Lewisham. Born 
in Lewisham Hospital and raised in Deptford by 
hardworking immigrant parents, my life has been 
intrinsically woven into the very fabric of our vibrant 
community.

My educational journey within Lewisham, attending 
Grinling Gibbons Primary School, Catford Girls’ 
School and Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham College 
for my Sixth Form years, has instilled in me a 
profound appreciation for the resilience that defines 
our borough.

This path, enriched further by my subsequent 
university studies in London and venture into financial 
services, has equipped me with a unique blend of 
experiences and perspectives, driving my commitment 
to serve and uplift every corner of our borough.

As an international author and the founder of a 
sustainable fashion start-up, I have learned to 
harness creativity and innovation for the benefit of our 
community.

I pledge a full-term Mayoral commitment, contrasting 
with the previous Labour leadership. My dedication to 
Lewisham is unwavering and I am here to serve the 
entire community with integrity and transparency.

Together, we can transform challenges into 
opportunities - creating safer streets, more affordable 
homes and a greener borough with improved transport 
connectivity, without penalising drivers. 

Join me in this journey: vote for Siama Qadar for 
Mayor and let’s embark on a path toward a brighter 
future for all of Lewisham.

Sincerely, 

Siama 

Dear Lewisham residents,

info@lewishamconservatives.org.uk
lewishamconservatives

Promoted by Alexander Gill on 
behalf of Siama Qadar, both of 
77 Dartmouth Road, London 
SE23 3HT.

Siama’s six pledges:
Combatting crime head-on: 
Implementing a comprehensive strategy 
involving working closely with the police, 
more neighbourhood watch programmes 
and cultivating strong community bonds.

Fairer transport solutions: 
Reviewing LTNs and the effectiveness of 
universal 20mph roads to alleviate traffic 
congestion. Oppose schemes like ULEZ.

Empower our youth: 
Working with schools and government to 
prioritise investment in infrastructure, special 
needs support, mental health services and 
programmes aimed at preventing crime.

Facilitating job creation: 
Establishing a resilient local network involving 
businesses, schools and residents to generate 
job opportunities, including apprenticeships, to 
promote economic growth in Lewisham.

More affordable and social housing: 
Dedication to increasing the availability of 
affordable homes through partnerships with 
local developers and support for first-time 
buyers.

Promoting sustainability: 
Taking steps to create a cleaner, greener 
and more sustainable Lewisham. Enhancing 
recycling programmes, advocating for 
energy efficiency and greener local planning.

Success with Siama, Lewisham People’s Mayor 

you deserve a 

better
Lewisham

VOTE CONSERVATIVE

Siama
Qadar



Prepared by Maggie Clarke on behalf of Chris Maines, Liberal Democrats,

all at 99 Bradgate Road, London, SE6
4TR.

LEWISHAM DESERVES

BETTER
Labour’s Mayor resigned and caused

this by-election costing Lewisham’s tax-

payers £635,000.

Labour have failed our borough on

everything from education to recycling.

They even allow property developers to

run riot.

54 out of 54 councillors on Lewisham

Council are Labour. There’s no real

democracy and no checks or balances.

Lewisham deserves better.

Lewisham needs a
Mayor who will listen
to residents instead
of taking them for
granted...

Chris
Maines

for Mayor of Lewisham
CHRISMAINES

My priorities for Lewisham

1 BUILDING FAMILY HOMES

I will start a Council House building programme

for our borough. I will ensure property developers include more

affordable homes and local infrastructure such as GP surgeries.

2 IMPROVING STANDARDS IN EDUCATION

I will support Lewisham’s secondary schools to get better results and

improve provision for children with special educational needs. I will

support the development of teacher training and ensure better mental

health support.

3 GETTING THE BASICS RIGHT

Clearing up litter, removing graffiti, tackling fly-tipping and responding

to residents' concerns are the simple tasks we expect Lewisham

Council to deliver - it will if I am Mayor.

4 LOCAL ACTION ON THE CLIMATE CRISIS

I will put tackling the climate crisis at the centre of council activities.

The council must provide leadership and support to residents and set a

better example in all its activities.

5 ASAFER COMMUNITY
Everyone in Lewisham should feel safe in their homes and walking our

streets. I will work with the local police to deliver real community

policing, where officers are visible, trusted and known personally to

local people.

6 ACULTURE CHANGE AT THE COUNCIL

Lewisham Council ignores residents, runs sham
consultations and

blocks proper scrutiny and challenge. I will open up the processes,

listen to residents and strive to deliver excellent services for all.



PALESTINIAN 
LIVES
MATTER
Labour and Tories
support Israeli
genocide

Workers Party of Britain – People Before Profit

On 24th November John Hamilton was arrested and held in a cell for 23
hours on a charge of incitement to cause racial or religious hatred for telling
the truth with this placard. We need a mayor who isn’t afraid to speak truth
to power. 

John has lived in Lewisham for decades and is well known as an activist. 
His bold approach has won campaigns to keep playclubs free in 1999, to
Save Ladywell Pool, for a New Secondary School and to stop Lewisham
Council selling off council houses by occupying them in 2012.

John helped start the Extinction Rebellion group in Lewisham.

He conducts Strawberry Thieves Socialist Choir

In a last minuteintervention thepolice warnedLewisham Councilthey could beprosecuted if the
placard was shownin the picture.

Hamilton_Mayor 2024  09/02/2024  10:51  Page 1

Labour has ruined Lewisham over the 
past 30 years. Labour is full of obedient
careerists who do what Keir Starmer tells them.
Don’t waste the chance to make Lewisham
better: vote for John Hamilton – vote for
real change.

We don’t need more of the same old 
clique running Lewisham down.

If elected John will:

Refuse the salary of around £80,000 
and do the job for the average Lewisham wage.

Re-open all the libraries, community
centres, youth clubs and under 5s playclubs 
which have been closed by Labour.

Set up a direct works team to build the 
new council houses we need – stop letting
developers build tower blocks with flats sold 
to foreign landlords.

Take school meals, parks maintenance 
and road-works back “in-house” instead of
letting private companies pay low wages to 
staff on short-term contracts.

Restore the speed limit to 30mph on 
main roads. Remove humps and other traffic
obstacles which are dangerous for cyclists.
Ensure traffic can flow freely instead of 
causing more pollution.

As Mayor, John will call a referendum on abolishing the all-powerful executive
Mayoral system and returning to the old committee structure where all councillors
have a say. 

If he is not elected, the Bring Back Democracy campaign will aim to collect 10,000
signatures from voters to force a referendum next year. 

Prepared by and on behalf of John Hamilton and Workers Party of Britain both of 2 Pendrell Road, SE4 2PB

Vote for 
John Hamilton 

on March 7th 

John will finance the
restoration of services by:

Cancelling the disastrous,
financially crippling PFI
contracts for schools, 
street-lighting and housing
maintenance. 

Ending the use of overpaid
outside consultants. 

We need someone bold
enough to stand up to the
senior council officers and
their friends the developers
and multinationals.

A glance at the videos on 
the People Before Profit
YouTube channel will show 
you that John Hamilton 
has that courage and
determination.

More information and 
to offer help go to: 

JohnHamilton.org.uk
WorkersPartyBritain.org

JohnHamiltonLewisham
YouTube: tinyurl.com/PpB4Pr

WORKERS
PARTY GB

Hamilton_Mayor 2024  08/02/2024  18:13  Page 4





Mike Herron

The true party of change     

Mike was a university le�turer and is now settin� up his

own online hotel ookin� usiness.   “Like many in the

Green 
arty I am a disillusioned Laour supporter.  �ut

what Lewisham, London and the �ountry needs now are

the radi�al so�ial and e�onomi� ideas o� the Greens”

In a world where the ri�h are plunderin� the

planet we �i�ht �or us all. �le�tin� Greens

makes a real di��eren�e – in the London

Assemly we are a vo�al and e��e�tive �roup,

and the 	ne 
arty �tate in Lewisham needs a

Green presen�e!

Mike Herron

The Green Party priorities for Lewisham:

         Housing – Rent controls, far more social housing, fair property taxes and

reining in the big developers.   Greens will enforce the powers councils have over

rogue landlords.  Lewisham has seen a 23% increase in homelessness since 2019 -  

Decent housing is the right of everyone!

         Recycling – Lewisham is one of the worst in London, at just 27% of waste

recycled.  The national average is 43%!   We will improve this and cut fly tipping.

         Transport – We will introduce measures to give residents alternatives to the

car, making streets safer and healthier, and life easier for pedestrians, cyclists

and public transport users.

         Climate crisis – We are the only party to truly recognise the threat to our

children’s future and build realistic policies to tackle this looming catastrophe.

         Gaza - The Green Party is the only mainstream party which called for a Gaza

ceasefire from the very start of the war.

Greens are the second party
across Lewisham – now is your time

to vote Green!
Prepared y Tim Crossley 47 Camridge Dr 
�12 8AG for �i�e �erro� �/o same address

FOR A FAIRER, 

GREENER LEWISHAM







Key dates
Voter registration deadline 
Tuesday 20 February at midnight 

Postal vote application deadline 
Wednesday 21 February at 5pm 

Proxy vote application deadline 
Wednesday 28 February at 5pm 

Postal votes will arrive 
Around Wednesday 21 February

Election day 
Thursday 7 March polling stations open 7am–10pm 

Counting the votes 
From 10pm on Thursday 7 March 

Results announced on Lewisham Council’s website 
Friday 8 March
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Have your say
Make sure you vote on  
Thursday 7 March 2024

YOUR VOTE ✖ YOUR COMMUNITY ✖ YOUR COUNCIL

Ref: 233-NY-1a
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