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Overview and welcome

On 2 May 2024, residents of West Yorkshire will be 
able to vote for the next Mayor of the West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority.

The Mayor will work alongside the five partner local authorities 
(Bradford, Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefield) on matters 
that affect everyone in West Yorkshire including transport, 
housing, skills and the economy .

The Mayor is also responsible for the functions of the Police  
and Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire and is able to 
appoint a Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime.

This booklet has been sent to every registered elector as 
required by law and contains details of the candidates you 
can vote for. 

Alternative formats and additional information can be 
found on the West Yorkshire Combined Authority website  
www.wyelects.co.uk or telephone 0113 2517272 or email 
mayoral.election@westyorks-ca.gov.uk . 

Tom Riordan 
Combined Authority Returning Officer

The candidates

There are six candidates standing for Mayor of the 
West Yorkshire Combined Authority. 

All candidates you are able 
to vote for on 2 May 2024 
are listed in alphabetical 
order by name . This is the 
order in which they will 
appear on the ballot paper .

An election address has 
been provided by each 
candidate for inclusion in 
this booklet . The views 
expressed are theirs alone . 

Lots were drawn to decide 
the order in which the 
election addresses appear 
in this booklet .

BRABIN, Tracy Lynn
Labour and Co-operative Party

BUXTON, Bob
Yorkshire Party

COOPER, Andrew Varah
Green Party

CRAVEN, Arnold Eric
Conservative Party Candidate 

GOLTON, Stewart
Liberal Democrats

TILT, Jonathan Richard
Independent

4 5

http://www.wyelects.co.uk
mailto:mayoral.election%40westyorks-ca.gov.uk?subject=


How you can vote

At your polling station  

Before 2 May 2024 you should have received a poll card which 
includes the address of your polling station . You can only vote at 
the polling station stated on your poll card . You do not need to 
take the poll card with you to vote, but it may save time if you do . 
You need to take a valid form of photo ID with you to the 
polling station – you will not be able to vote without this. 
You can also find out where your polling station is located by 
visiting www .wheredoivote .co .uk .

Voting by post  

If you have asked for a postal vote, your postal ballot pack will 
be sent to you around 19 April 2024. If you applied near to the 
postal vote application deadline, your pack will be sent to you 
around 24 April 2024. 

You must return your postal vote so that it reaches the Local 
Returning Officer by 10pm on Thursday 2 May 2024. To make 
sure your postal vote is counted it is recommended you post it 
in a Royal Mail post box no later than Tuesday 30 April 2024.

New rules mean your postal vote will be rejected if it is not 
returned correctly .

If you miss the post, you can only hand-deliver your postal vote 
to the Local Returning Officer at the locations specified in the 
contact details at the back page of this booklet, or at a polling 
station within the relevant ward of the local authority before 
10pm on Thursday 2 May 2024 .

Anyone hand-delivering postal votes will be required to complete 
a form. The staff in the polling station or Electoral Services Office 
will help with this . You may hand-deliver your own and no more 
than five other postal votes per election . If you are a campaigner, 
you can only hand in your own postal vote, and those of close 
relatives or people for whom you provide regular care .

Apply to vote by post or proxy   

Anyone who is registered to vote can apply to vote by post, or 
appoint someone they trust to vote on their behalf as a proxy . 
New applications for a postal vote must have been received by 
the Electoral Registration Officer for the local authority area in 
which you live by 5pm on Wednesday 17 April 2024 . If by the 
time you receive this booklet the postal vote deadline has passed, 
there is still time to appoint someone you trust to vote on your 
behalf as a proxy . The deadline to make an application for a 
proxy vote is 5pm on Wednesday 24 April 2024.

In certain circumstances, emergency proxy voting may be 
available after the ordinary proxy deadline of Wednesday 24 April 
2024 . The deadline to make an emergency proxy application is 
5pm on 2 May 2024 .

You can find more information, request application forms, or 
download them at www.gov.uk/vote-uk-election, or by using 
the Electoral Registration Officer contact details for your local 
authority at the end of this booklet . Application forms must be 
returned to your Electoral Registration Office in the local 
authority area in which you live .
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Remember your photo ID

You will need to show photo ID to vote at polling 
stations on 2 May 2024.  

You will only need to show one form of ID . It must be the original 
version and not a photocopy . You can still use your photo ID if 
it’s out of date, as long as it looks like you. The name on your ID 
should be the same name you used to register to vote . 

Accepted forms of photo ID 

• Passport issued by the UK, the 
Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, a 
British Overseas Territory, an EEA 
state or a Commonwealth country 
(including an Irish Passport Card)  

• Driving licence issued by the UK, any 
of the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, 
or an EEA state (includes a provisional 
driving licence) 

• A Blue Badge 

• Older Person’s Bus Pass funded 
by the UK Government 

• Disabled Person’s Bus Pass funded 
by the UK Government 

• Oyster 60+ Card funded by the funded 
by the UK Government 

• Freedom Pass 

• Scottish National Entitlement Card 
issued for the purpose of concessionary 
travel (including a 60+, disabled or 
under 22s bus pass) 

• 60 and Over Welsh Concessionary 
Travel Card 

• Disabled Person’s Welsh 
Concessionary Travel Card 

• Senior SmartPass issued in 
Northern Ireland 

• Registered Blind SmartPass or 
Blind Person’s SmartPass issued in 
Northern Ireland 

• War Disablement SmartPass issued 
in Northern Ireland 

• 60+ SmartPass issued in Northern   
Ireland 

• Half Fare SmartPass issued in 
Northern Ireland 

• Identity card bearing the Proof of 
Age Standards Scheme hologram 
(a PASS card) 

• Biometric immigration document 

• Ministry of Defence Form 90 
(Defence Identity Card) 

• National identity card issued by an 
EEA state 

• Electoral Identity Card issued in 
Northern Ireland 

• Voter Authority Certificate 

• Anonymous Elector’s Document

Apply for a free photo ID

You can apply for a free voter ID document, known as a 
Voter Authority Certificate through the Government website: 
www.gov.uk/voting-photo-id . The deadline to apply for free 
voter ID for the elections on Thursday 2 May is 5pm on 
Wednesday 24 April .

At the polling stations

On Thursday 2 May 2024, polling stations will be open 
between 7am and 10pm for you to cast your vote.  

When you arrive at the polling station you will be asked for your 
name and address, as well as a valid form of photo ID . Staff will 
check you are on the electoral register and give you the ballot 
papers for the elections taking place in your area at which you 
are entitled to vote.   

The voting system

You can only vote for one candidate. 

The candidate with most votes will win. This is called the ‘first 
past the post’ voting system. The result of the election will be 
declared on Saturday 4 May 2024 . 

You will be able to find out the result at www.wyelects.co.uk . 

8 9

http://www.gov.uk/voting-photo-id
http://www.wyelects.co.uk


The role of the Mayor

The Mayor represents 2.4 million residents across 
the region and works with council leaders, business 
representatives and partners and is the directly elected 
Chair of the existing West Yorkshire Combined Authority.

The Mayor provides a single voice for West Yorkshire, and has 
powers and responsibilities in relation to transport, economic 
development, provision of skills training and housing .

The Mayor’s remit also includes the functions of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner and the ability to appoint a Deputy Mayor 
for Policing and Crime. This includes listening to the needs of 
communities, setting the objectives for the police force, and 
holding the Chief Constable to account .

The creation of the Mayor was made possible through a 
devolution deal, which was agreed by West Yorkshire’s five 
council leaders and the Government in March 2020 and became 
law in January 2021 . Further devolution arrangements were 
announced in the Spring 2024 budget .

The next mayoral term runs from 2024 until 2028 .

The role of the West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority

The West Yorkshire Combined Authority brings together 
the five district council areas of Bradford, Calderdale, 
Kirklees, Leeds, and Wakefield to work together on 
areas that affect everyone in West Yorkshire including 
transport, housing, skills and the economy. 

The elected Mayor is a member of the Combined Authority and 
chairs its meetings. The other members will continue to be:

• Five councillors – one from each of the five district 
councils across the region

• One member from the City of York Council as a  
non-constituent council

• Three additional, elected representatives from opposition 
groups jointly appointed by the five district councils across 
the region

• One member nominated by the West Yorkshire Business Board 
and appointed by the Combined Authority

Additional information about the Combined Authority and 
the role of the Mayor is available on www.wyelects.co.uk .
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Stewart Golton



Bob Buxton



Arnold Craven



Andrew Cooper



Jonathan Tilt



Tracy Brabin



CouncilsCity of Bradford Metropolitan District Council
Electoral Services
City Hall, Bradford, BD1 1HY 
electoralservices@bradford .gov .uk
01274 431360
www .bradford .gov .uk

Calderdale Council
Electoral Services, Mulcture House 
Mulcture Hall Road, Halifax, HX1 1SP
electoral-services@calderdale .gov .uk 
01422 393103
www .calderdale .gov .uk

Kirklees Council
Electoral Services, High Street Buildings
3-5 Albion Street, Huddersfield, HD1 2NG
electoral .registration@kirklees .gov .uk 
01484 221650
www .kirklees .gov .uk

Leeds City Council
Electoral Services
Civic Hall, Leeds, LS1 1UR
electors@leeds .gov .uk 
0113 2224411
www .leeds .gov .uk/elections

Wakefield Council
Electoral Services
Room 45, County Hall
Wakefield, WF1 2QW
elections@wakefield .gov .uk
01924 305023
www .wakefield .gov .uk 

This booklet is published by Tom Riordan, Combined Authority Returning Officer, Electoral Services, 
Civic Hall, Leeds LS1 1UR. Printed by Print Image Network Limited, Acorn Business Park, Image House, 
10 Heaton Lane, Stockport, SK4 1AS
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